West Lancashire District Council

CONSERVATION UNIT
NEWSLETTER

INSIDE THIS IS5 UE:

The uork of $he Uit 2
Chavaetor Appeaisals 2
Coseri Case Feasads 2
Flanning Legislation 3

Consereaiion Prostsion 3

Conrersation Gran ks 3
Cood Desige 4
Spedial points of inder-
est

* Conserwvabion Area and
Listed Puaildityr Legisla-

ton

* Update on C onservation

Area Character Appraisals.

* Couneil WAns Cowt Case.

* Currert Conservabion

Area Grant Schesres

* Moders Design

BUILDING A FUTURE
FROM OUR PAST

Welcome to the

Conservation Unit's
first issue Of its news-
|Etter.

The purpose of this
news|etLer is Lo provide
useful information to
owners of historic
buildings and to resi-
dents who live in ary
one of the District's
Conservation Areas,

Weintend to use the
newsletter to keep you
up to date with current
issUes, events and pro-
jects inthe heritage
field both nationally
and locally within West
Lancashire and give
wou information regard-
ing theworlk of the
Consenvation Unit.

YWest Lancashire has a
weealth of historic huild-
ings and places which
contribute greatly to
the character of our
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A recemily renovated Grade IT Listed Cotta ge in Appley Bridoe.

ervironment and which
form part of a distine-
tive and cherished 1o
cal scene. This historic
fabric is howewver frag-
ile and onewhich is an
irreplaceatle and
unigue record of our
past Presenvationof
our built heritage is im-

portant We canall
play a partto ensure
that the historic build
ings and landscapes
we see and treasure
today are suitably
loolked after and
passed on for future
generations to enjoy.

THE COUNCIL’S CONSERVATION UNIT

The Conzervation Unit iz a
zmall team made up of o
Officers.

tan Sond iz the head ofthe
Unit and the Council’s Cor-
zewvation Officer. lan has
warked in Local Gowe rhment
for 18 ywears, the last 7 az a
Conservation Officer. He iz a
qualified Planner and

Building Conservation spe-
cialist.

Ging I shenwood iz the newly
appointed Lzzistart Conzer
vation Officer. Gina who iz
also a Plannerwith consera-
tioh qualfications has re-

ce htly rowed fram the Devel
oprent Control Section.

Far help ar advice onary
heritage ar conzencation

izzue pleaze do nothesitate
to contact us on either
01605 ABRIET, or

016595 A8R102,

Full details of the Council’s

addresz iz onlast page of
the newsletter.
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“West Lancashire has
Just over 600 Listed
Buildings, 28
Conservation Areas,
12 Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and one
Listed Historic Park.”

THE WORK OF THE
CONSERVATION UNIT

The principal role of the Con-
servation Unit is to help pre-
serve the District’s built heri-
tage. West Lancashire has
just over 600 ‘Listed Build-
ings’, 28 designated Conser-
vation Areas, 12 Scheduled
Ancient Monuments and one

Exposed timbers on a historic
barn.

Listed Historic Park.

The unit gives specialist ad-
vice to owners of historic
buildings on how to sensi-
tively repair, renovate and
alter their properties. We
also assist Development
Control when dealing with
applications relating to heri-
tage matters.

The Unit organises the West
Lancashire Conservation
Areas Advisory Panel who sit
at regular intervals to com-
ment on planning applica-
tions affecting our heritage.

We keep a record of all the
District’s Listed Buildings
and monitor their condition
to highlight those which are
being neglected.

Work is in progress on a pro-

gramme of Conservation
Area Appraisals to help pre-
serve and enhance the char-
acter and appearance of the
District’s Conservation Ar-
eas.

As part of a rolling pro-
gramme we run a number of
grant schemes and support
various enhancement works
within conservation areas.

The unit also puts together
bids for partnership funding
of projects from outside bod-
ies (i.e. English Heritage).
We also produce strategies
and guidance leaflets which
help in the understanding
and preservation of our built
heritage.

CONSERVATION AREA CHARACTER
APPRAISALS — UPDATE

The Conservation Unit’s work
on reviewing all the District’s
Conservation Areas is pro-
gressing, with 13 out of the
28 areas having had recent
appraisals considered and
approved by the Council.

The next phase of work is
underway with appraisals
currently being carried out in
Newburgh, Sollom, Bispham
Green and Maltkiln Lane/
Chorley Road Conservation
Areas.

It is hoped that draft ver-
sions of the conservation
appraisals will be available
by Spring 2004.

The next steps will involve an
extensive public consultation
with all the residents of the
conservation areas and the
relevant Parish Councils.
Public exhibitions will be

arranged to display the find-
ings and allow residents to
discuss issues with Officers.

Any comments will be care-
fully considered and form
part of the final report to
Cabinet later in the year.
Residents in the conserva-
tion areas mentioned are
encouraged to participate in
the process.

VICTORY FOR COUNCIL ON THE

DEMOLITION OF DAMWOOD COTTAGES

The owner of a property in
Scarisbrick Park Conserva-
tion Area was found guilty in
Court recently of the unlaw-
ful demolition of a pair of
cottages.

The full charges related to
the demolition of the proper-
ties without first gaining Con-
servation Area Consent and
3 offences relating to
breaches of Building Regula-
tions.

The Chairman of the Bench
stated that the demolition

was a blatant breach of the
conservation area consent
provisions. The owner was
fined a total of £13,727.25
including the Council’s costs
for bring the court action.

Clir lain Ashcroft the Portfolio
Holder for Planning, Trans-
port and Sustainability said
“This is a significant victory.
It shows that the Council will
take action against those
who disregard planning con-
trols which are designed to
protect our areas heritage

and there is a heavy price to
pay for those who ignore
conservation area legislation
and procedures.”

View looking across the site of
the former Cottages.
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LLISTED BUILDING AND
CONSERVATION AREA LEGISLATION

Listed buildings are pro-
tected by law. Listed Build-
ing Consent (LBC) is there-
fore required for any works
which are deemed to alter,
in any way, their special
character. These controls
apply to all works, both inter-
nal and external and also
include buildings and objects
within the grounds or de-
scribed as being in the
‘curtilage’ of the listed build-
ing.

LBC is not normally required
for repairs or maintenance,
provided they do not affect
the building’s historic char-
acter. Becausei it is a crimi-
nal offence to carry out
works to a listed building
without first obtaining con-
sent it is essential, should
you wish to do any works to

your listed building, that you
check first with the Conser-
vation Unit to make certain
that LBC is not required be-
fore starting work. We can
give you advice on what ma-
terials and techniques to use
and whether the work is ap-
propriate.

In Conservation Areas new
work and buildings should
always reflect the character
and appearance of the area.
Any extensions should be in
scale and preserve the mass-
ing of the existing building.
Important landscape fea-
tures, such as trees, hedges
and walls should be kept .

Within Conservation Areas
controls also exist over the
demolition of buildings and
walls, the erection of de-
tached buildings such as

garages, changes to roofs,
the installation of satellite
dishes and for any works to
trees.

In some areas, which have
become particularly sensi-
tive to changes, we some-
times increase our planning
controls by designating Arti-
cle 4 (2) Directions. In such
areas almost any alteration
to the front of the property
requires Planning Permis-
sion.

For more information regard-
ing whether your property is
"listed’ or lies in a Conserva-
tion Area and the controls in
place please contact the
Conservation Unit.

PS— watch out for an article
on FAQ’s in the next quar-
ters newsletter.

CONSERVATION

WEST

English Heritage have just
recently completed a study
of Local Authority conserva-
tion provision in England.

The results show that on av-
erage in the North-West, au-
thorities have just 1.2 con-
servation staff with many
not having any.

In a recent study of Conser-
vation Areas within the Re-
gion by the Civic Trust,

PROVISION IN THE NORTH

out of the 45 authorities
West Lancashire has the 7th
highest number of Conser-
vation Areas with 28.

The study showed that the
average number of Conser-
vation Areas Appraisals car-
ried out was just 4 per au-
thority. West Lancashire
ranked 2nd only to Chester
in the North West in having
undertaken 13 Appraisals.

West Lancashire District
Council takes seriously its
responsibility to help pre-
serve our heritage. We are
committed and continue to
strive to improve our service
even further.

We would, in this respect,

welcome any feedback from
residents on maters relating
to our conservation service.

CONSERVATION

The District Council through
the Conservation Units Con-
servation Area Enhancement
Programme undertakes area
grant schemes to encourage
owners to sensitively repair
their properties.

It is currently running two
grant schemes which, sub-
ject to funding, will have
grants available until March
2005.

The Historic Feature Re-
placement Scheme in parts
of Ruff Lane Conservation

AREA GRANTS

New traditional sliding sash
window, installed under grant.

Area offers potential grants
of up to 75% of the costs for
the repair or replacement of

important features, e.g, sash
windows or metal railings (up
to a maximum of £1000).

The Boundary Wall Grant
Scheme in Rufford Park Con-
servation Area provides grants
of up to £750 or 75% for own-
ers wishing to repair existing
important stone boundary
walls.

Grant forms or more details
can be obtained from the Con-
servation Unit.

“.shonld you wish to do
any works to your listed
building, that you check
first with the
Conservation Unit to
make certain that .BC
15 not required before

starting work.”
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‘Bullding a Future
from Our Past’

MORE NEWS...

° The Council has approved the Planning and Development Services Customer Charter.
Copies of the section ‘Our Commitment to Conservation’ can be obtained by contacting

the Conservation Unit.

° Advice leaflets 'Looking after your old buildings in West Lancashire’ and 'Designing for
Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas in West Lancashire’ are available on request.

° The approved West Lancashire Heritage Conservation Strategy sets down the principal
aims and objectives of the Council in seeking to preserve the District’s heritage. Copies

are available on request.

o The on going project of producing a ‘List of Locally Important Buildings’ will continue into

the early summer. Any one wanting more information or wishing to nominate a building
can contact the Conservation Unit.

. Work will commence shortly on the update to the Building at Risk Register.

° The Council’s Supplementary Planning Guidance ‘Design Guide for Shopfronts in West

Lancashire’ has recently been updated. Copies of the revised guide can be obtained from

the Conservation Unit.

° Please don't forget to complete the attached questionnaire and send it back in the en-
closed pre-paid envelope. Thank you.

BUILDING QUALITY—THE NEED
FOR GOOD DESIGN

Increasingly, the Government
has been giving support to
Local Authorities to look pro-
actively at raising the quality
of building design.

Last summer the Council
appointed a Design Cham-
pion to promote good design
within the District and to co-
ordinate efforts to improve
design and provide better
quality buildings and public
places. Work under that ini-
tiative is on-going.

The 2003 Design Awards
provided an opportunity to
acknowledge some of the
best designed building in the
District . Atotal of 7 Awards
where given with the overall
winner being the renovation
and extension of a Grade Il
listed building.

The principles of good design
can be applied to most build-
ings and spaces. Asuccess-
ful scheme will always relate
well to the site, be of an ap-
propriate size and scale, re-
spect any adjoining buildings
and views, retain any impor-

tant landscape
features and use
high quality mate-
rials.

New building(s)
are rarely seenin
isolation and
should respect
their context. This
however does not
mean that they
need to imitate or
copy other build-
ings. Good mod-
ern design and

contemporary
architecture can
contribute posi-
tively to the char-
acter of a historic building or
area. Extensions to historic
buildings, the erection of
new houses and the re-
development of parts of our
villages and towns should
be the stimulus to imagina-
tive and high quality design.

Work is programmed to start
on renewing Aughton Street
in Jan 2005. Design Con-
sultants working to our de-

Time for a fresh new look?
Aughton Street— Ormskirk

sign brief have produced a
draft scheme, which creates
an environment to enjoy by
providing a series of
'squares’ running up the
middle of the street.

Public consultation on the
project will commence
shortly. We would appreci-
ate your views or comments
on the scheme.




